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Trends That Will Affect Your Future . . .
Nonlocal Linkage and the
Social Dimension

I By Stephan A. Schwartz I

The SchwartzReport tracks emerging
trends that will affect the world, particu-
larly the United States. For EXPLORE, it
focuses on matters of health in the broad-
est sense of that term, including medical
issues, changes in the biosphere, technol-
0gy, and policy considerations, all of which
will shape our culture and our lives.

o you sense the schism occurring

in the United States? Not the red

and blue of politics, although

that comes into it. Something
deeper, a shift that is producing two very
different reactions. Can you feel the
ground moving? The zeitgeist of one pop-
ulation is grounded in fear, resentment,
anger, and a sense of loss. It is theologi-
cally conservative, politically rigid, and ex-
clusionist. The other population holds a
sober realization that great change is com-
ing, but also the sense that it offers at least
the putative opportunity to create a more
stable life-affirming culture. It is theologi-
cally and politically accommodating, and
inclusionist.

We all have a vested interest in this
schism and the struggle it has produced,
not only because through our choices we
are its source, but because we will live with
the consequences of the decisions made
over the next few years. What is particu-
larly concerning is the obsession amongst
the population driven by fear with willful
ignorance. Yet it cannot be denied that
this is an essential attribute of its world
view. Only by denying a fact-based world
can this perspective be maintained. Most
of human history can be seen as a striving
for deeper understanding. Science is the

highest manifestation of this impulse, per-
haps because it is the most objective man-
ifestation. Yet now in the 21st century, we
see its antipode emerge—a deep denial of
science and the fact-based view of the
world. Science, from this perspective, is
just another political position, competing
in the marketplace of ideas as a political
theory.

In 2005, the Pew Research Center for
the People & the Press and Pew Forum on
Religion & Public Life carried out a poll
involving 2,000 adults, which gives us
some real data on what willful ignorance
means. They reported 42% of the public
believed that “humans and other living
things had existed in their present form
since the beginning of time,” and that this
rose to 70% amongst white evangelical
Protestants and decreased to 32% in main-
line Protestant churches, and—surprising
to some, perhaps—to 31% amongst white
Catholics." By 2006, the creationist posi-
tion was affirmed by 55% of Americans.’
Think for a moment about what this
means: more than half of America has dis-
carded much of the hard won knowledge
of the past 500 years—essentially, the age
of modern science and medicine. Astro-
physics. Gone. Astronomy. Gone. Paleon-
tology. Gone. Geology. Gone. Biology.
Mostly gone. Genetics. Gone. The general
laws of physics such as the speed of light
found to be defective. It is impossible to
believe that the Earth is 10,000 years old,
that God manufactured it in six days, and
that dinosaurs and humans once coinhab-
ited the planet, and accept that any of
those disciplines has anything valid to say.
What many would think of as the crown
jewels of the human intellect—part of what
makes it possible to be optimistic about
humanity—are of little or no interest. Be-

cause, from the view on this side of the
schism, these scientific disciplines cannot
be valid. The Creation Museum in Peters-
burg, Kentucky, with its dioramas of dino-
saurs and people happily coexisting, is the
creationist statement of reality.

And as the consort of this self-imposed
ignorance, there is a strong premillen-
nial dispensationalist apocalyptic ele-
ment. End of the world movements in
American society are nothing new, but
this is the first time in my lifetime signifi-
cant numbers of the political elite actively
entertain the idea of end-times or believe the
world is less than 10,000 years old. People
are always crying up the end of the world,
but you don’t expect to see your senator or
president espousing such views, or public
policy written and enacted on the basis of an
information-free values perspective.

The possibilities of climate change do
not permit this indulgence. Yet the ever-
intensifying split in our society becomes
more intense every year, and all middle
ground disappears. We need to under-
stand why this fear is so powerful that it
trumps even self-preservation. From what
does this fear arise, and why is it so pow-
erful? The answers are usually couched in
political or religious terms, but they are
never satisfying.

I want to suggest another factor. To re-
ally understand why half of our popula-
tion is invested in something which, to the
other half, seems almost bizarre, I think
we have to talk sensibly about the nonlo-
cal, that aspect of consciousness that ex-
perimental evidence shows to be in a do-
main in which space and time have very
different meanings. There are literally
thousands of papers published in peer-re-
viewed journals—even though it some-
times took bitter scholarly struggle to
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make that publication happen—to build
this case. I encourage anyone who would
like to go into greater detail to visit the
“papers” section of my personal website
http://www.stephanaschwartz.com/home.
htm for bibliographies on Remote Viewing,
Therapeutic Intention, and Meditation. There
are other research bibliographies one could
present as well. I advance this social model be-
cause it has been repeatedly demonstrated
from various perspectives in a variety of disci-
plines as reported in these papers.

I want to get past the usual circular de-
bate of skeptic and proponent call and re-
sponse because it is clouding something
very important: the social implications of
nonlocal linkage. 1t is here we must go to
understand the genesis of our schism.

Here following, I think, is what can rea-
sonably be said.

THE INTERDEPENDENT
INTERCONNECTED NONLOCAL
CONSCIOUSNESS MODEL

Here following is what I think can reason-
ably be said of the Interdependent Inter-
connected Nonlocal Consciousness Model
based on the experimental data: (1) Only
certain aspects of the mind are the result of
physiologic processes. (2) Consciousness is
causal, and physical reality is its manifesta-
tion. (3) All consciousnesses, regardless of
their physical manifestations, are part of a
network of life which they both inform and
influence, and are informed and influenced
by—there is a passage back and forth be-
tween the individual local and the collective
nonlocal. (4) Some aspects of consciousness
are not limited by space time.

If space and time are not controlling
factors, what can be used to navigate in the
nonlocal domain? I believe the research
shows us three:

e intention
e numinosity
e entropic process

By intention, I mean focused awareness
directed to a goal. Put another way, by
intentioned awareness I mean the differ-
ence between looking and seeing.

By numinosity, | mean something en-
tirely nonlocal. The reiterated acts of inten-
tioned awareness create, in the nonlocal do-
main, an architecture of information. It has
no physical characteristics. The term numi-

nous, from which I derive numinosity, is
based on the Latin word numen, and was
coined in 1917 by the eminent German
protestant philosopher and theologian
Rudolf Otto (1869-1937).

But Carl Jung was the first in modern
science to capture the essence of the con-
cept, saying:

We should not be in the least sur-
prised if the empirical manifestations
of unconscious contents bear all
the marks of something illimitable,
something not determined by space
time. This quality is numinous. . ..
numina are psychic entia . . .>

There is an aspect of coherence in nu-
minosity. That it increases in intensity
through individual acts of intentioned
awareness is one of many demonstrations
that all consciousness is interconnected. It
is, after all, the process by which arche-
types are created. The hero of a thousand
faces is but one of the nonlocal domain’s
calling cards. And I think it can be said
that the intensity of the nonlocal informa-
tional architecture increases with each act
of intentioned awareness.

Entropic process is the third attribute of
the nonlocal that I think can be supported
by well-grounded evidence. In the nonlo-
cal, where there is no space time except as
information, entropy means the dissolu-
tion of the one informational architecture,
and its transformation into another archi-
tecture. The transition can be anything
from death to a nuclear explosion; it is all
ultimately information in the nonlocal.

Below our conscious, awareness re-
search tells us we have a physiological pre-
sentiment response to numinous events
such a unexpected loud noises,* or emo-
tionally powerful images,” both demon-
strating our connection to the nonlocal.
People know when they are being stared
at; their brains respond before they are
consciously aware.® Animals know when
their masters are coming home.” Plants re-
spond when people think about hurting
them.® Life is connected. If we are all
linked and have access to the nonlocal as-
pect of our consciousness whether we are
conscious of it or not—mostly not except
for what we call hunches, a woman’s intu-
ition, or a gut feeling—then we must con-
sider not just its individual attributes,
which is what most research focuses on,
but its social implications as well.

There is no time in the linear sense in
the nonlocal, so the “when” of events is
not what matters. In remote viewing, we
know it is as easy for an individual to see
something in the future, particularly the
short-term future, as it is in present time, or
past time. We also have evidence that the
therapeutic intention linkage is not affected
by either space or time. What matters is the
numinous intensity of the target, whether it
is a thing, a person, a locale, or a social pro-
cess.

So consider this: the 2012 Mayan calen-
dar predictions, and other ethnohistoric
apocalyptic predictions, are presentiments.
In the nonlocal domain, a tipping point—
that historical moment when some massive
entropic process is effected, such as the shift
in the earth’s biosphere to a new climatic
destiny—bringing change, death, fear, and
disruption would be an extremely numi-
nous target. Roger Nelson’s Global Con-
sciousness Project, which reports changes in
randomness amongst remote event genera-
tors when massively numinous moments
such as the death of Princess Diana oc-
curred, may be pointing out the perturba-
tion of mass linkage.’

How much stronger and more enduring
then would be the manifestation of the
events described in the projections seen in
the reports of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, the interactive maps
of the Arizona State Geosciences Depart-
ment, or a hundred other laboratories and
research stations around the world. If what
has been seen in the laboratory is ex-
tended, individual experience by individ-
ual experience, to a collective social aware-
ness, the precognition of climate change, a
massive (highly numinous) transition (en-
tropic process) affecting all life, particu-
larly the lives of those we love (producing
a focused intention) must be unnerving at
an individual level and deeply disturbing
at the social level. And how strongly, one
might ask, do they reinforce minds already
disposed to apocalyptic end times?

This research, I think, is telling us that
the fear arises from the presentiment of
the future defined by climate change. We
are each of us seismometers of the nonlo-
cal, and our behavior is governed for good
or ill in part by our response to this psy-
chic wind. Those whose response is fear
will become more and more agitated,
more susceptible to manipulation, more
irrational and centered on emotion. And
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more dangerous. Flight or fight at the so-
cial, the cultural, level is literally murder-
ous. Every war being fought has as its basis
some kind of fear.

Those whose response is to see oppor-
tunity come to comprehend that on the
other side of the petroleum/nuclear age
lies a world based on different rules. It
only requires the capacity to be supple and
to adapt. In the world of climate change,
the only remediation is to change those
behaviors that are creating the prob-
lem—or die. And, as with the rest of my
argument, we can turn to research to guide
us. As Science Daily reported, “In a wide
range of studies, social scientists are amass-
ing a growing body of evidence to show we
are evolving to become more compassion-
ate and collaborative in our quest to sur-
vive and thrive.”*°

Psychologist Dacher Keltner, codirec-
tor of UC Berkeley’s Greater Good Sci-
ence Center and author of Born fo Be
Good: The Science of a Meaningful Life ex-
plains it this way:

Because of our very vulnerable off-
spring, the fundamental task for hu-
man survival and gene replication is
to take care of others. Human beings
have survived as a species because we
have evolved the capacities to care for
those in need and to cooperate. As
Darwin long ago surmised, sympathy
is our strongest instinct.

Other research tells us that compassion-
ate life-affirming choices create happiness
and that happiness is contagious. Nicho-
las A. Christakis, a medical sociologist at
Harvard University who has studied this
exact issue says, “You would think that
your emotional state would depend on
your own choices and actions and experi-
ence, but it also depends on the choices
and actions and experiences of other peo-
ple, including people to whom you are not
directly connected. Happiness is conta-
gious.”'! In the study, 4,700 people were
followed over two decades. Like all good
longitudinal studies, those years mellowed
the research data like a good wine, giving it
gravitas. Christakis and his colleagues dis-
covered that if you are happy or become
happy you increase the probability that
someone you know will be happy just
through a casual interaction with you.
Even more surprising, the Harvard re-
searchers found that this capacity to create

happiness could extend to third degree of
separation. It even translates into real
world economics. “Our work shows that
whether a friend’s friend is happy has
more influence than a $5,000 raise,” says
Christakis.*

Clusters of happy and unhappy peo-
ple are visible in the network, and the
relationship between people’s happi-
ness extends up to three degrees
of separation (for example, to the
friends of one’s friends’ friends). Peo-
ple who are surrounded by many
happy people and those who are cen-
tral in the network are more likely to
become happy in the future. Longi-
tudinal statistical models suggest that
clusters of happiness result from the
spread of happiness and not just a
tendency for people to associate with
similar individuals. A friend who
lives within a mile (about 1.6 km) and
who becomes happy increases the
probability that a person is happy by
25% (95% confidence interval 1% to
57%). Similar effects are seen in
coresident spouses (8%, 0.2% to
16%), siblings who live within a mile
(14%, 1% to 28%), and next door
neighbours (34%, 7% to 70%). Ef-
fects are not seen between coworkers.
The effect decays with time and with
geographical separation.'?

Psychologist Martin E.P. Seligman, of
the University of Pennsylvania, comment-
ing on this work, made as clear a statement
of the nonlocal linkage process in the so-
cial context as any I could make—although
he may not see it in quite the same way—
saying, “Laughter and singing and smiling
tune the group emotionally. They get
them on the same wavelength so they can
work together more effectively as group.” I
would only add that ritual ceremony using
music or dance is the technique of choice
the world over for creating nonlocal
linked shared intention.

And just how big a network of shared
intention does it take to create life-affirm-
ing change, instead of succumbing to fear? I
think we have data on this as well. There are
today less than 250,000 Quakers in the three
Quaker groups in the United States.'> Such
a small group that most Americans have
never met one, and never will. Yet when you
wind back every socially progressive transi-
tion in our history—abolition, penal reform,
public education, women’s suffrage, civil
rights, nuclear freeze, and environmental

concerns—you find a small group of Quak-
ers. As I write this, there are a little more than
308 million people in the United States. So
Quakers constitute 0.00081136% of the
population. Pretty small. I find that quite
comforting. It means we don’t have to get
everyone on the side of the life affirming.

We are going to go through some mea-
sure of climate change, whatever we do.
We will survive 2012, although it seems to
me that what is coming is something so
numinous that it has resonated back to the
Maya, so it will not be minor. In the non-
local domain, there is no time, only nu-
minosity and the entropic process it so
often flows from. Climate change is the
most numinous entropic process one can
imagine, and the fullness of its impact lies
far in the future. Fear is something we
must learn to live with, just as the English
lived with fear during the blitz. We won’t
serve ourselves through denial, and how
bad this will be will in some measure be
based on the choices we make. How subtle
and adaptive we are, how quickly we learn
the rules of working with the biosphere.
We are all linked, and compassionate life-
affirming choices will tip the balance in
favor of survival and evolution.

These are choices each of us will have to
make day by day.
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